IDEA OF CREATION. o7

two apparently different names of Lenni Lenape and An-
ish-in-aub-ag fully analyzed, and correctly pronounced by a
person understanding fully the language of both sections of
the same family, who call themselves respectively by these
names, not only the meaning would be found exactly to
coincide, but also the words, differing only slightly in pro-
nunciation.

The belief of the Algics is, as their name denotes, that
they are a spontaneous people. They do not pretend,
as a people, to give any reliable account of their first
creation. It is a subject which to them is buried in dark-
ness and mystery, and of which they entertain but vague
and uncertain notions ; notions which are fully embodied
in the word An-ish-in-aub-ag.

Since the white race have appeared amongst them, and
since the persevering and hard-working Jesuit mission-
aries during the era of the French domination, carried the
cross and their teachings into the heart of the remotest
wilderness, and breathed a new belief’ and new tales into
the ears of the wild sons of the forest, their ideas on this
gubject have become confused, and in many instances they
have pretended to imbibe the beliefs thus early promul-
gated amongst them, connecting them with their own
more crude and mythological ideas. It is difficult on this
account, to procure from them what may have been their
pure and original belief, apart from what is perpetuated
by the name which we have analyzed. It requires a most
intimate acquaintance with them as a people, and indi-
vidually with their old story tellers, also with their lan-
guage, beliefs, and customs, to procure their real beliefs
and to analyze the tales they seldom refuse to tell, and
separate the Indian or original from those portions which
they have borrowed or imbibed from the whites. Their
innate courtesy and politeness often carry them so far



